
ADDRESS BY THE AMBASSADOR OF GHANA, H.E. MRS. N. B. KUMI ON THE
OCCASION OF HER FIRST MEETING WITH THE GHANAIAN COMMUNITY IN

BELGIUM - ANTWERP. 2 SEPTEMBER 2006

DISTINGUISHED PRESIDENT OF THE UMBRELLA ASSOCIATION, "GHANABA' '

DISTINGUISHED LEADERS OF THE VARIOUS GROUPS WITHIN "GHANABA' '

HIGHLY RESPECTED TRADITIONAL AND SPIRITUAL LEADERS OF GHANAIANS

IN BELGIUM

FELLOW COMPATRIOTS

FRIENDS OF GHANA

I om hoppy to be here tonight.  I  om hoppy becouse os I  look oround this

room, I  see hoppy people, I  see kind ond hospitoble compotr iots who

hove come from for ond neor to welcome ond honour me with their

presence.

I om fomilior with life in these poris of the world ond I know the socrifice

you hove mode to come here tonight.  I  wont to thonk you most sincerely

for thot gesture, which I  hope to reciprocote onyt ime you beckon me to

join you for other events.

I  olso wont to use this opportunity to inform you thot ol though I om

formolly meeting you the lorger community, three monihs ofter my orr ivol

in Brussels, I  hove in foct been in touch with the President of GHANABA,
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the umbrel lo Associot ion of Ghonoions in Belgium ond the other regionol,

religious ond troditionol leoders since my very first seconds in this country.

They were of the oirport to welcome me when I sei foot on Belgion soil;

they were in my house to offer me drinks ond food ond obove oll to proy

for o good tour of duiy for me; they come in their numbers to

congrotulote me ond shore my hoppy momeni with stoff  ond fomily when

I presented my Letters of Credence to King Albert of Belgium; ond even

before I could meet you in person, they orronged for me to speok to you

on rodio. Their welcome ond ottent ion for me hove been overwhelming.

They hove more thon ocquit ted themselves os your oble representot ives.

I  om most groteful for the honour ond offect ion they coni inue to bestow

on me. And I wont you to join me in soying o big thonk you to them by

giving them o loud opplouse.

Mr. Choirmon, I  hove observed o lot since my orr ivol ond one such

observotion mode is the good roppori  between the Ghonoion

Community ond the Embossy in Brussels. For thot I  wont to thonk you ol l

for your cooperot ion ond potience. I  olso wont to put on record my

grot i tude to my predecessor, Ambossodor Kobino WUDU, ond the Deputy

Heod of Mission Mr. C. N. A. KOTEY who obly held the fori for one yeor, os

well  os the Minister Counselor in chorge of Consulor Affoirs of the Embossy,

Mr. Joseph ANNIM, who for the post four yeors, hos been deol ing with the
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Ghonoion Community proct icol ly on o doi ly bosis. I  see him running

oround ol l  the t ime ond yet he monoges to keep o permonent smile. I

don't  know how he does i t .  To the other members of stoff  of the Embossy

who coniribute in severol woys to ensure your welfore here ond to

promote the good imoge of our country Ghono, I  soy wel l  done. They

hove ol l  mode my work eosier.

Mr. President of GHANABA, in the presence of this lorge Ghonoion crowd,

let me declore my intent ion to further strengthen this cooperot ion ond

enhonce the Embossy's Welfore oct ivi t ies for Ghonoions in Belgium.

Mr. Choirmon, I  reol ise thot i t  is lote in the evening ond o lot of merry

moking hos been going on for sometime. l t  moy therefore not be on

oppropriote t ime to enter into discussions of substontive moiters. Thot

reol izot ion notwithstonding, this occosion col ls for the mention of o few

issues, nomely whot the government, under the dist inguished leodership

of His Excel lency President John Agyekum KUFUOR, is doing to ploce

Ghono on the r ight poth to pol i i icol stobi l i ty ond economic development

.. (Iwoo boi, Twoo boi..)

Fel low Ghonoions, let us thonk the Lord for Ghono is blessed. Blessed with

Good leodership with o vision of progress. Our post leoders hove poved

the woy for o greot Ghono. We were f i rst in ottoining lndependence in

Page 3 of8



sub-Sohoron Africo ond we rightly ployed the role of ossisting other sister

Africon countries to ochieve similor freedom. We did whoi wos expected

of us to help end oportheid on Afr icon soi l  ond we continue to f ight for

the protection of Africon dignity.

In recent times the dignity of Africons hos been sorely tested when we

consider the inhumon situot ion our brothers hove to go through in iheir

quest for better economic opportunities outside our borders. This is o

problem thot concerns Afr icons in the Diosporo including ol l  of you here in

this room ond to underl ine the importonce the government ottoches to

the welfore of our broihers obrood, Ghono hos recently secured

membership of ihe Internotionol Orgonisot ion for Migrot ion, ihe

orgonizot ion thot deols with migrot ion issues. We hope to moke o

difference through our porticipotion in the discussions of ond progroms of

the orgonizotion. Likewise, we hove reoson to congrotulote ourselves for

securing o seot wi ihin the UN Securi iy Counci l .  Mony of you might hove

seen from your TV screens Ghono choir ing the Securi ty Counci l  meetings

throughout the month of August 2006. l t  is the intent ion of the

government of Ghono io use our tenure for the remoining l6 months to

promote the good couses including world peoce ond securi ty so

cherished by the United Notions Orgonisoi ion.
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Ai the domestic front,  i t  is r ight to note thot Ghono hos come o long woy.

Those of you who hove been home of lote would ogree wiih me on the

improved pol i t icol ond economic otmosphere ond the moturi ty with

which motters of notionol concern os well os diversionory issues ore

hondled. The nurturing of our democrot ic inst i tut ions continues becouse

we hove o responsive governmeni -  o quol i ty which hos been proven

beyond doubt by being the f i rst Afr icon couniry to oppeor for scrut iny

under the Afr icon Peer Review Mechonism within the NEPAD fromework

ond ihe quol i tot ive improvement in government ihot hos morked the

seriousness with which the KUFUOR odministrot ion ottoches to cr i i ic isms

ond suggestions of the Ghonoion citizenry. Wiih regord to socio-

economic development, ihe government continues to moke signif icont

str ides towords the ochievement of the Mil lennium Development Gools

especiol ly in the heolth, educotion ond tronsportot ion sectors. Time wil l

not permit me to go into detoi ls.  Thot wi l l  be done loier when I meet you

in your vorious towns or communes in smoller numbers. Suff ice i t  to stote

oi this sioge thot our regionol hospitols ore better equipped ond more

occessible to mony ond olthough ihe Notionol Heolth lnsuronce Scheme

is in i ts infont stoges, there is every reoson io hope thot the eventuol

benefits will be worth ihe current ieething problems.

Page 5 of8



In the educotion secior,  prospects for school chi ldren ore better,  thonks to

ihe Copitot ion Gront Scheme lounched eorl ier ihis yeor which ol lows for

free tui t ion ond textbooks suppl ied by government to ol l  school chi ldren

free of chorge. As o result ,  enrolment in bosic publ ic schools ccross the

country hos increosed eightfold. In the urbon oreos, ihe chi ldren enjoy

free bus ride on the Metro Moss Tronsit buses ond some ore even

benefiting from the "one meol o doy" pilot project lounched in some

selected schools in ol l  the regions in ihe couniry. Doubtless, the

opporiunity being offered our leoders of tomorrow, combined with other

poverty reductlon strotegies will go o long woy to focilitote government

efforts of poverty reduction since i t  wi l l  enhonce the economic chonces

of  those ch i ldren when thev orow uo.

In oddit ion, the government hos stoyed focused in i ts f iscol monogement.

Thus good governonce hos become the hol lmork of the KUFUOR

odministrot ion. A foct thot hos been ocknowledged by on overwhelming

number of countr ies ond ihe rewords hove been mony - very posit ive

imoge obrood, signif icont debt forgiveness running inio bi l l ions of dol lors;

muli i -donor budgetory support,  occess to the Mil lennium Chollenge

Accouni which wi l l  enoble government implement o comprehensive

notionol progromme of improving our rurol economy through rodicol

ogriculturol tronsformotion, extensive electrificotion, improved rood
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infrostructure os well os the provision of more educotionol, woter ond

sonitory foci l i t ies. Hopeful ly in good t ime, our economy wil l  improve ond

with better economic prospects, we will oll strive towords ochieving the

gool of moking Ghono o middle income economy by 2015. Thot is the

pressing issue ond i f  we keep the poce ond continue to be blessed with

the kind of leodership we ore now enjoying, we shol l  certoinly get there.

Fel low cit izens, the quol i ty of leodership in our country depends on you

ond me. We vote to give power to our leoders ond in recognit ion of the

signif icont contr ibui ions being mode by our brothers obrood to not ionol

development, o low possed in Porl ioment hos been consented to by the

President to moke i t  possible for ol l  of you to vote during elect ions

provided you get your popers in order. I  om certoin mony of you would

wont clor i f icot ions on this. The Embossy wi l l  hoppi ly obl ige.

I  hove every intent ion of touring Belgium ond Luxembourg to exploin

government ini t iot ives to our compotr iots in smoller numbers so os to ol low

for on interchonge of ideos. An inierchonge thot wi l l  ensure thot we bring

government to your doorstep just os we corry your ideos to government

with o view to positively influencing notionol direction. This, we hope will

enoble us ol l  feel truly Ghonoion even os we reside outside our country of

birth.

Page 7 of8



Let me olso ossure you of my ovoi lobi l i ty 24 hours o doy ond seven doys o

week, roin or shine to see to your welfore ond other needs. YESI You con

put i t  to the test!

I  thonk you for coming in your numbers to welcome me so wormly.

GOD BLESS YOU AND GOD BLFSS OUR COUNIRY.

LONG LIVE GHANAJIJI
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